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MLSA News for July 2020

In This Issue
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AIP Grant Program Still On Hold - EGLE Update
MLSA Helps Fund a Boat Wake Research Project - You Can Too!
Restoring Natural Lakeshores Video by Nature Change
Water Resources Division Quarterly Meeting Report
Shoreline Living Booklet - Download and Share!
Are You Experiencing High Water?
Upcoming Webinars
 

July Members Zoom Meeting
Our July Zoom meeting will will start with a special awards presentation for
our 2020 award winners. We will honor three individuals who have shown

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=1d97c4892f&e=a75b78cb76
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outstanding dedication to the Michigan Lakes and Streams Association as well
as water bodies throughout the state of Michigan. After our award
presentations the session will be focused on you, our members. We want to
hear from you - What would you like to see from us? How can we better
support you? What programs are most important to you? Help us envision the
future of MLSA. We will have categories and questions for you to help guide
MLSA as we strive to continue our role as the lead organization for our waters
and the associations that protect them.
When: Jul 31, 2020 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Register in advance for this meeting. After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Thank you for joining us!

MLSA is a Platinum Sponsor of

Registration for the Virtual 2020 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention is open! 

Information on our keynote speakers, Dr. Kendra Spence Cheruvelil of MSU and Dr.
Robert Thorson of the University of Connecticut, is on our 2020 Program page. The

full Convention agenda will be posted soon. 

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=ab781f55a9&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=8857a378f6&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=9cccd9fed1&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=0dfca74758&e=a75b78cb76
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The Photography and Creative Writing Contests are in full swing! Participation is
open to all. Submission deadline: August 15.

Public Act 72 for High Water
By Melissa DeSimone, MLSA Executive Director

We have received some inquiries about this new public act that has emerged
from HB 5401, 5402, and 5463. We reported through the spring about the
discussion and ultimate signing of these bills to help lakes working with their
local municipalities to enact no wake requirements in response to high water
events. We have now learned of a few lakes that were able to act on Public
Act 72 (Temporary Local Watercraft Control). 

Pigeon Lake in Ottawa County will be slow no wake until December 18, you
can take a look at the mlive article.

Lake Macatawa located in Holland, Ottawa County was able to designate
certain areas of the lake as slow, no wake, you can read more about their
situation in this Holland Sentinel article.

Lower Herring Lake in Benzie County put a 6 month no wake restriction in
place starting July 2nd and David Long was able to give me some information
on their process. Dave said, “The PA 72 requires a public hearing and a
resolution. We applied for the temporary no wake on June 6, 2020. We finally
got through the entire process, passed an ordinance and the 6 month goes
into effect on July 2...” Dave had some tips for lakes that plan to pursue an
ordinance: 

Make sure the paperwork is complete because the DNR has 10 days to approve
it but mistakes can cause an additional 10 day approval period.

Lower Herring Lake was able to use a 14 day temporary no wake designation
through the county emergency manager and sheriff that can be renewed for
another 14 days, they used this while waiting for the DNR decision.

He generously shared some documents that other lakes might find useful if
they are planning to start this process to protect their shorelines and
property in times of high water.

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=5fd7cb0b59&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=b33fb788d4&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=b024680b77&e=a75b78cb76
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Temporary Local Watercraft Control (TLWC) PA 72

TLWC Application

TLWC Resolution

Finally, Dave mentioned that he was in contact with Representative Jack
O’Malley who originally co-sponsored the bill that brought us PA 72.
Representative O’Malley may have plans to introduce another bill that will
allow PA 72 to be renewed to extend no wake ordinances if our problems with
high water continue.

Thank you to David Long and Lower Herring Lake for sharing this experience
with us. MLSA will continue to keep you informed as our issues with high
water persist.

Dam Management Program -
Watch this Video

Watch this informative video for detailed information from EGLE about dams in
Michigan. You can find recordings of other sessions like this one by visiting the

Video Archive of the Michigan House of Representatives.

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=d3a74a6457&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=879a7bb32d&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=e555fa036c&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=0de77e19df&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=ed72b229b3&e=a75b78cb76
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AIS Continue to Flourish,
AIP Grant Funds Continue
On Hold
By Paul J Sniadecki, MLSA Board Director

Riparians state-wide advise MLSA that the warm summer of 2020 has been
assisting abundant growth of native plants and aquatic invasive species in
many Michigan inland lakes. While aquatic invaders continue ravaging lake
ecosystems, the funds to assist certain lakes in their struggle continue on
hold at the state level.  

Sarah LeSage, Aquatic Invasive Species Program Coordinator of EGLE's Water
Resources Division, confirmed the Aquatic Invasive Plant Control (AIP) grant
continues to be paused for 2020.  EGLE has not taken action on the program
citing Governor Whitmer’s Executive Directive 2020-03 “Restrictions on State
Discretionary Spending During the COVID-19 Emergency.” That Executive
Directive states:

“… The critical response activities (to the COVID-19 outbreak) undertaken
by state departments and agencies will have a significant impact on the
state budget. In addition, the necessary restrictions put in place to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 are expected to curtail economic activity
in Michigan and substantially impact revenue collections by the state
treasury. In anticipation of these impacts, state government must take
action now to limit its discretionary spending, to help ensure that the
COVID-19 pandemic does as little harm as possible to both the public
health and the fiscal health of this state…”

EGLE has furloughed many of its staff members to reduce operating costs and
is doing its best to fulfill actions specifically required by Federal and State
laws. MLSA notes that while the AIP program is paused, the funding currently
available to pay out should remain untouched by State officials. The funds
available to inland lakes is protected by MCL 324.41303 which provides: 

  (1) The inland lake aquatic invasive plant species control and eradication
fund is created within the state treasury.

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=0eb619dfb4&e=a75b78cb76
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  (2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any
source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the
investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund
interest and earnings from fund investments.

  (3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the
fund and shall not lapse to the general fund. 

LeSage further noted that EGLE’s Water Resources Division AIS work related to
inland lakes remains in a mixed situation. Some other programs have been
paused (e.g. some in person outreach), while other programs continue (e.g.
distribution of outreach materials and AIS monitoring and response).

MLSA will continue to monitor the AIP grant program, and will work for
additional funding of the inland lake aquatic invasive plant species control
and eradication fund. One possibility would be the creation of user paid-for
“AIS Control Stickers/Tags” for watercraft, as are required in a few other
states.

MLSA Helps Fund a Boat
Wake Research Project

MLSA has heard the concerns of many of our members about the wave action
of large wakeboats around inland lakes and waterways. We have developed a
relationship with an organization in Minnesota called, SafeWakes who are
working to bring scientific evidence to this issue. MLSA has voted contribute
funds in support their efforts on this project and we invite you to join us!

The University of Minnesota's St. Anthony Falls Laboratory will be conducting
the research. This project will measure the height and energy of wakes, and
the force of propeller wash generated by wake boats and other large
watercraft. SafeWakes believes this will help build a better understanding of
how to best manage and protect our lakes and rivers. This study is not being
funded by state or federal dollars, but by individuals, lake associations, and
other interested stakeholders.

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=9540c45330&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=fd1de7548a&e=a75b78cb76
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Please consider making a contribution to this privately funded research
project: https://crowdfund.umn.edu/WakeStudy
For more information about this project, you may wish to review this
document: St. Anthony Falls Laboratory Wake and Prop Wash Study

Restoring Natural Lakeshores

This video from Nature Change features some of our partners discussing high water
and natural shorelines. Nature Change provides other videos that may be of interest,

check them out here: Conversations about Conservation and Climate.

Water Resources Division
Quarterly Meeting
By Melissa DeSimone, MLSA Executive Director

We continue to stay informed for you through our partnership with the MEC
(Michigan Environmental Council) and quarterly meetings with the Water

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=5cdbf4e849&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=4fa5794ba1&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=be9648a281&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=ce8024d99d&e=a75b78cb76
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Resources Division of EGLE. On July 7th, our President, Dave Maturen, and I
attended the most recent meeting that addressed a series of important
issues. EGLE officials addressed the limitations of their budget cuts requiring
all staff to limit hours to 32 per week, the cuts have caused delays on permits
and monitoring across the state. Despite the cuts, the department is
expediting permits for high water control and shoreline protection (making up
90% of permits requested). Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council inquired about
Line 5 issues and the permits for pipe replacement, concerns and questions
about the pipeline and related permits were discussed. EGLE also stated that
they are focusing on PFAS source control efforts at this time, the national
pollution discharge elimination system (NPDES) permits are not yet including
effluent limits or monitoring requirements.

Are You Experiencing 

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=6aa5860fe1&e=a75b78cb76
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High Water?
By Melissa DeSimone, MLSA Executive Director

At Michigan Lakes and Streams Association we LOVE our waterways but even
this water loving group is concerned about the over abundance we are all
experiencing right now. From hot media topics like tragic dam failure and the
resulting large scale flooding to lower profile situations like underwater
docks, we are seeing it all. Since we were unable to hold our annual
conference this year, we pivoted to the 2020 Spring Webinar Series. This
series featured experts in many different areas, notably we were joined by
Jennfier McKay, policy director with Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council.
Jennifer spoke in a session called “Rising Water Levels and Impacts on Inland
Lakes” which included information about how high water affects septic
systems and drinking water, among other important management
considerations. You can watch this session as well as all our sessions on the
MLSA YouTube channel.

Are you dealing with high water? MLSA would like to chronicle this historic
year of water with your stories, experiences, and photos. Write down your
story for us, send us some captioned pictures, or even record a video of your
situation and send it to info@mymlsa.org If you aren’t sure where to start,
you can choose to take a few minutes to answer some or all of these
questions:

Where are you located? Include the body of water and/or
city/township/county.
How would you describe your body of water?
What concerns you most about the high water in your area?
How is the water affecting the people and environment around you?

We would also like to see your photos, please include a credit that includes
who took the photo, where it was taken, and the month, day, and year it was
taken.

Thank you for your participation in this project!

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=97c73fcf93&e=a75b78cb76
mailto:info@mymlsa.org?subject=High%20Water%20Stories
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Upcoming Webinars:
Protecting Our Lakes & Shorelands Series Conclusion

Developed by: Friends of Spider Lake and Rennie Lake, Michigan

Protecting Michigan Inland Lake Shorelines and Shorelands
August 15 @ 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Presentation by: Erick Elgin, M.S., Limnologist/Water Resource Educator,
Michigan State University Extension
Visit Grand Traverse Conservation District for registration information.

For more webinar opportunities please visit, 
MILP's Online Learning page.

Michigan Lakes and Streams Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, state-
wide organization dedicated to the preservation, protection, and wise

management of Michigan’s vast treasure of inland lakes. 

Ready to help us protect Michigan's waterways?

Join MLSA Today

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=6ec188fd1d&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=deb7344537&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=8199595248&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=ff8322ad38&e=a75b78cb76
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