
What does the AVAS Survey Summary Sheet mean??? 

 

It looks like it is just a lot of numbers, right?    

Overall, these data indicate that the plant diversity and density in BBL is good.   

Here is an explanation from Bre Grabill from PLM. 

Once we collect a few years of data, we will be able to put all the numbers in graphs to start tracking 

plant trends, species changes, etc.  So, for right now; it is just a lot of numbers.  The AVAS breaks down 

the lake into segments and documents all vegetation by species and density; ‘A’ being low and ‘D’ being 

high.  It is not based on a 100% scale, as numerous species can grow at high densities throughout the 

water column (bottom of lake, surface of lake, perimeter of lake).  There isn’t necessarily a good 

cumulative cover and a bad one, it is very lake specific.  That being said, a very low number can indicate 

low diversity or potentially a more oligotrophic lake, while a higher number may show great diversity of 

native plants.  When looking at the numbers specifically, we want to see more evenly dispersed 

numbers and not certain species outweighing others.  We also want to see exotic plant coverage as low 

as possible.   

Breaking down your survey: you have good diversity, low exotic plant coverage and a good breakdown 

of native plants.  Variable leaf pondweed is the most prevalent plant.  That plant doesn’t normally 

classify as a problem causer, not to say that it can’t, but it isn’t typically.  So that fact that it is the 

highest in your lake, shows me that I wouldn’t be surprised if people complained about it; but as it is a 

good plant and less of a nuisance that other native species; I am not overly concerned.  Tracking those 

plants over time can help pinpoint concerns and a changing plant community.  The AVAS shows a good 

coverage of Chara, something I always want to see, as well as plants that grow low, medium and high in 

the water column, as well as floating plants.  So overall, good!  Finally, when looking at the breakdown 

of A’s, B’s, C’s, D’s, it looks like you have more B’s and C’s than D’s. This is always good as well! 


