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Happy Holidays from MLSA!
We are grateful for you this holiday season and we want
to wish you health and happiness as 2020 comes to a
close. Thank you for your support this year.

** Need a last minute gift idea for the Riparian who has everything? Give the gift of
MLSA membership or a subscription to The Michigan Riparian magazine!

Gift Membership

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=63c5514daf&e=a75b78cb76


Help Avon Lake HOA
Avon Lake is interested in your experience with Laminer Flow Aeration (LFA).
If you and/or your association installed a LFA system, please consider the
following questions and send your answers to info@mymlsa.org.

Who did you contract for the installation?
How is the system powered?
How big is the LFA system you installed?
For what purpose did you install the system? Is it effective and how can
you tell?
Did you need a business loan for the project? What bank did you use?
Did you use a Special Assessment District? Did you have to create a new
SAD or could you use an existing arrangement, why?
Did your association have enough money in reserve to pay for the
project?
Did your association members voluntarily donate money to the project?
Did the association ask for private loans from members?  If possible,
please share your blank loan document.

On behalf of the Avon Lake HOA, we thank you for taking the
time to share your experience with Laminer Flow Aeration. If
you would like a summary of the results, please indicate that
in your email.

If you have an issue and you think our members can help, please contact us!
We are happy to collect information in this way and also invite you to
participate in our Member Zoom Meetings (see info below) as well as our
Annual Conference (also below) for more networking opportunities.
 

Will Riparians Enjoy a
'Lame' Lame Duck?

mailto:info@mymlsa.org?subject=Laminer%20Flow%20Aeration


By Paul J Sniadecki, MLSA Board Director

As lawmakers prepare to return for the last few weeks of session in
December, the to-do list for the Legislature may not be as long as in the past.
Senate Majority Leader Mike Shikey is quoted as saying, “I hope I'm not
jinxing us, but I believe this will be a very lame lame duck.”  Governor
Gretchen Whitmer has stated that one thing she and Mr. Shirkey agree on is
the likelihood of a quiet lame duck. With the pandemic looming large, Shirkey
said he would also hope that during lame duck lawmakers are not brought
into session to sit for long periods of time to await negotiations on items that
can wait until January 2021.
 

Previous Lame Ducks
Riparians are reminded of the many bills that were passed during the 2018
Lame Duck Session, and which had impacts not fully favorable to most
Riparian interests. Some examples of the 2018 actions:
HB 1197 - Created a new authority to oversee the construction of a utility
tunnel through the Straits of Mackinac to house a reconstructed segment of
the Enbridge Line 5 pipeline. 
HB 4205 - Prevents Michigan state agencies from adopting rules that are more
protective than federal standards, unless they demonstrate a “clear and
convincing” need. Some Riparians believe it is important that Michigan
officials decide what’s best for our state, and not rely on federal minimum
standards to dictate how we protect our waterways, drinking water, and air. 
SB 1211 - Changing Protections for Wetlands and Inland Lakes – Removed
protections for about 600,000 acres of Michigan wetlands and around 4,500
inland lakes under 10 acres.
SB 1244 - Part 201 - Cleanup Standards for Contaminated Sites, placed new
requirements on EGLE when moving to update current cleanup standards
based on new health studies. Required EGLE to use chemical toxicity values
from a U.S. Environmental Protection database – unless the agency undergoes
a lengthy process that includes public notices and meetings with
“stakeholders.” 

What Can You Expect?
MLSA will actively monitor the 2020 Lame Duck session and advise our mailing
list if pending, controversial legislation appears to be gaining traction. One of
the pending legislative bills we are focused on is the attempt to remove local
control of Short-Term Rentals (STRs). Please note that The Michigan Townships

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=fa4ee427f3&e=a75b78cb76


Association (MTA) opposes total pre-emption of local controls on STRs. We
hope to provide timely information ahead of 2020 the lame duck so you can
share your opinions with your State Senator and House Representative.

Grant Funding Available!
Application deadline is February 19, 2021

Passionate organizations dedicated to protecting Michigan’s waters from aquatic
invasive species can now apply for funding through the Clean Boats, Clean
Waters program. This new grant program is for organizations interested in
conducting outreach and education about aquatic invasive species to boaters.
Eligible applicants include lake associations, watershed groups, local or tribal units of
government and non-profits. Grants can be used for a variety of activities including
signage, invasive species removal supplies such as plant removal tools, sponges
and towels, and staff time to perform watercraft inspections and demonstrations of
boat cleaning techniques. Funding requests can range from $1,000 to $3,000 and do
not require local match or cost sharing. Up to $20,000 is available in 2021 through
this new initiative. This opportunity is noncompetitive and complete applications will
be funded in the order that they are received. 

Grant applications are currently being accepted.

MLSA Member
Zoom Meetings - 2021

Each month we will meet virtually to talk about issues in your region of
Michigan. We have divided the state into sections so you can choose the area
you feel most connected to or come to them all! You can send topic ideas and
questions to info@mymlsa.org prior to the meeting or bring them with to
discuss with the group. Be prepared to tell us a little about your lake or
stream, especially things you are proud of and issues we can help you with.
 

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=fa4ee427f3&e=a75b78cb76
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Look for more information in this newsletter about regional
meetings and see the tentative schedule below:

Lower Peninsula
January - Northeast - Saturday 1/9, 9:30am
March - Northwest - Saturday 3/6, 9:30am
May - Southwest - Saturday 5/8 & 9/25, 9:30am*
June - Southeast - TBD
July - North Central - TBD
August - South Central - TBD
Upper Peninsula
October - East - TBD
November - West - TBD

*This is a meeting that is traditionally held in person, the region will announce plans via their google

group. Please contact us if you would like to be added to that group.

All Member Zoom Meetings will use this information to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83183101195
Meeting ID: 831 8310 1195
Dial In: (646) 558-8656

Join us for our 60th Annual Conference celebrating 60 years
of helping YOU to preserve and protect the inland waters of
Michigan.

Registration opens in early 2021, visit mymlsa.org for details. Contact
info@mymlsa.org for sponsorship opportunities.

MiCorps CLMP Enrollment
Opens in January

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=de7cb9516d&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=af01aa8da2&e=a75b78cb76
mailto:info@mymlsa.org


Join us for the MiCorps Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program 2021 season,
we are excited to work with you! Visit micorps.net for more information or
contact the program administrator - Jean Roth if you have any questions;
jean.roth@mymlsa.org, (989) 257-3715

Learn about Michigan’s lakes
online from MSU Extension 
Registration for the award-winning Introduction to Lakes online
course is now open!  The 6-week self-paced online course runs January
19 - March 26, 2021 and is designed for anyone interested in inland lakes,
including lakefront property owners and lake managers. Course topics include
lake ecology, watershed management, shoreline protection, Michigan water
law, aquatic plants and community engagement. The course consists of video
lectures, interactive activities, discussion forums, resources and live Ask-an-
Expert webinars featuring Michigan State University Extension educators and
experts from outside organizations. 

Registration is open now through January 14, 2021. The cost of the course is
$115 per person. Register by December 28, 2020 for an early bird price of $95
per person. To learn more and to register, visit the Introduction to Lakes
website at www.canr.msu.edu/lakesonline. 

Complete the course and receive a free 1 year membership to MLSA with
subscription to The Michigan Riparian magazine!

Please consider MLSA on
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this Giving Tuesday!
Have you made your year end donations yet? We are a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization who relies on your
generous support as we work to assist Riparians in their
water protection efforts.

Michigan Lakes and Streams Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, state-
wide organization dedicated to the preservation, protection, and wise

management of Michigan’s vast treasure of inland lakes. 

Ready to help us protect Michigan's waterways?
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