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MLSA News - August 2020

From: MLSA (info@mymlsa.org)

To: sciencechick01@yahoo.com

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2020, 09:39 AM EDT

 MLSA News for August 2020 

 In This Issue: 
 August Members Zoom Meeting - Let's talk about AIS 
 *We Want to Hear from You! - MLSA Survey* 
 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention - 1 month away 
 MLSA Votes to Fund Major Boat Wake Study 
 No AIP Grant Funds in 2020 
 Harmful Algal Bloom Study - USGS & EGLE 
 Special Assessment District Questions 
 NALMS - Lake and Watershed Group Primer 
 Help Update DNR Public Land Strategy 
 Upcoming Webinars 

 

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=0c592b1284&e=a75b78cb76
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August Zoom Meeting:
Aquatic Invasive Species

Let's get together to discuss AIS in your water:

Prevention Techniques - What works for you and what would you like to try?
Control Methods - Do you need new ideas or do you have ideas that others
may be able to use?
Special Assessment Districts - Do you have one? Do you need one?
Identification - Do you have something you need identified or do you have a
good method for identification you could share?

When: Friday, August 28, 2020 01:00 PM Eastern Time

Register in advance for this meeting

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting.

MLSA Membership Survey -
We Want to Hear from You!
Please take a few minutes to share your thoughts about Michigan Lakes and
Streams Association. We want to know your opinion on The Michigan Riparian
magazine, this newsletter, our publications, our website, everything! This
organization exists because of your generous support, you can help us
envision the future.

Take the Survey

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=34b5c9995b&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=9469d533c4&e=a75b78cb76
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MLSA is a Platinum Sponsor of

Register for the Virtual 2020 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention! 

Information on keynote speakers; Dr. Kendra Spence Cheruvelil of MSU, Dr. Robert
Thorson of the University of Connecticut, and the full convention program is on

our 2020 Program Page.

First up on Wednesday, September 16th, Melissa DeSimone, Paul Sniadecki, and
Lon Nordeen all of MLSA will be presenting together from 9am to noon. The
workshop is entitled: The Best Conservation Tools - You and Your Lake

Association. We hope you will join us!

MLSA Votes to Fund Major
Boat Wake Study

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=7ec43e3ca2&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=377d56096a&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=9cd3d0e070&e=a75b78cb76
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By: Melissa DeSimone, Executive Director and Paul J. Sniadecki, Board Director

Over the last few years, MLSA has heard the concerns of many of our
members about the wave action of large wakeboats around inland lakes and
waterways. The Michigan Riparian magazine has also featured several articles
on this topic. Some members have advocated for a complete legislative ban
on wakeboats. Other members have suggested Michigan implement stringent
limitations, as legislated by a few other states, before wakeboats are allowed
to operate on Michigan lakes and streams. In view of the physical diversity in
the size/shape of Michigan's 11,000+ waterways, and the strong influence of
the recreational boating industry on the Michigan Legislature, where can one
begin to address this issue of concern for so many of our members?

While first-person "horror stories" abound about the adverse impact of
wakeboats on certain lakes, MLSA has found little to no scientific evidence to
make a strong case to establish controls for the use of wakeboats. MLSA also
believes the filing of individual damage lawsuits against the irresponsible
operators of some wakeboats is problematic and a cumbersome use of the
Michigan Judicial System.  

After much review and discussion the MLSA Board has decided we need more
data to address the many concerns, we have developed a relationship with a
scientific organization in Minnesota called, SafeWakes who are working to
bring scientific evidence to this issue. MLSA has voted to contribute
significant funds on behalf of all inland lakes and waterways in Michigan!

The University of Minnesota's St. Anthony Falls Laboratory will be conducting
the research. This project will measure the height and energy of wakes, and
the force of propeller wash generated by wakeboats and other large
watercraft. SafeWakes believes this will help build a better understanding of
how to best manage and protect our lakes and rivers. This study is not being
funded by state or federal dollars, but by individuals, lake associations, and
other interested stakeholders.

Please consider making a contribution to this privately funded research
project: https://crowdfund.umn.edu/WakeStudy
For more information about this project, you may wish to review this
document: St. Anthony Falls Laboratory Wake and Prop Wash Study  

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=622c82eb62&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=f162e9f0a4&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=e972ee286b&e=a75b78cb76
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Through the years MLSA has set aside funding for special projects that require
substantial support. Although the fund is limited, MLSA has sent $10,000 to
partially pay for this important study that will cost about $100,000 in total. It
was the least we could do to help protect the over 10,000 lakes and streams
in Michigan.

No AIP Grant Funds in 2020
By: Paul J. Sniadecki, Board Director

MLSA has continued its follow-up with Sarah LeSage, Aquatic Invasive Species
Program Coordinator, Water Resources Division, Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) concerning the status of the
2020 Aquatic Invasive Plant Species Grant Fund (AIP) payments to qualifying
lakes. Ms. LeSage stated there will be no such payments made for the year
2020 cycle. When pressed for specifics as to how such an important program
was being paused for 2020, other officials at  EGLE provided the following
explanation for MLSA:
 
“…Public Act 618 of 2018 appropriated $1 million of general fund to the
Inland Aquatic Invasive Plant Species and Eradication Program.  While MCL
324.41403 created an inland lake aquatic plant species control and
eradication fund, there was no revenue statutorily directed to the fund. 
Given there was no revenue deposited, there is no balance in the fund.  
 
Public Act 671 of 2018 modified Part 414 of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act to establish the inland lake aquatic invasive
plant grant program.  This act became effective March 29, 2019.  Due to the

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=1dd9b56a66&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=f6d4e9d1f5&e=a75b78cb76
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3 month timeline between the March 29th effective date, and the statutory
deadline contained in Part 414 that sets a July 1st due date for applications,
the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy’s Water
Resources Division developed and implemented an abbreviated grant
program in 2019. In 2019 EGLE awarded $12,300 under the newly formed
Aquatic Invasive Plant Control Grant Program for 13 projects that met the
statutory requirements described in Part 414 to control aquatic invasive
plant species using chemical or physical methods. 
Following the pilot year of the grant program, EGLE staff began work to
evaluate and enhance the program for 2020.  The 2020 grant handbook and
application materials were prepared and EGLE planned to release these
materials in April 2020 to implement an expanded grant program using funds
carried over from the previous fiscal year.  In March 2020, due to the COVID-
19 Emergency and Governor Whitmer’s Executive Directive 2020-03 regarding
spending, the Aquatic Invasive Plant Control Grant Program request for
proposals was not released as planned.
On July 22, 2020 the department was directed to lapse $975,000 of general
fund associated with the Inland Aquatic Invasive Plant Species and
Eradication Program due to COVID-19 related budget issues.  Since there is
no available general fund or funding in the Inland Aquatic Invasive Plant
Species and Eradication Fund, the grant program has been paused…”

MLSA remains disappointed that the enabling legislation enacted with great
promise in 2018 has gone unfounded and is also paused for 2020. We will
continue to work with state officials to secure funding for this important
program in future years, as the legislation has not been repealed.

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=f58d6505c8&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=af9615318a&e=a75b78cb76
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USGS & EGLE: HAB Monitoring
From Amanda Bell, Hydrologist, USGS Upper Midwest Water Science Center

The State of Michigan has selected water bodies of high importance to study
for harmful algal blooms (HAB) based on recreational or drinking water use.
US Geological Survey (USGS) will work with the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to enhance current monitoring
and response in the state by conducting additional sampling and incorporating
sensor and satellite technologies. The objective will be to validate data from
the Cyanobacteria Assessment Network (CyAN) application and use sensor
data to develop HAB predictions at selected lakes in the state.

As part of their annual HAB sampling EGLE collects samples from lakes that
are experiencing visual blooms. At selected lakes, water samples will be
collected by USGS on a biweekly schedule. EGLE will collect water samples
from these lakes as part of their ongoing HAB response network. The CyAN
Application will also be used to determine lakes that maybe experiencing
a HAB, and may warrant a response-based water sample. EGLE and USGS will
work together to determine threshold criteria for response samples based on
CyAN imagery data.  In addition to water sampling, buoys will be deployed by
USGS at selected lakes in the 2021 growing season. In conjunction with the
CyAN application data, the buoy data will be used to determine lakes that
maybe experiencing a HAB. Using predetermined thresholds of the measured



8/20/2020 Yahoo Mail - MLSA News - August 2020

8/14

parameters, notifications will be sent to selected personnel as to when a HAB
may be occurring. Comparing the collected parameters and the results from
the water samples we will be able to determine the cyanotoxin
concentrations and potential for cyanotoxin production during times of
possible HAB occurrence, therefore allowing us to ground-truth the use of
additional real-time buoys in more locations and ground truthing the CyAN
imaging in more lakes.

These are the lakes being sampled this summer: 
Bass Lake
Belleville Lake
Black Lake
Ford Lake
Hamlin Lake
Hardy Dam Pond
Hess Lake
Lake Cadillac
Paw Paw Lake
Pontiac Lake
Van Etten Lake
White Lake

Not all of the lakes will be sampled next year as there is only funding for 8
buoys so lakes that had active blooms this year would be the priority to have
additional sampling next year and have the buoys deployed.

Editor's Note:
For more information about HABs, The Michigan Riparian magazine had an
extensive article in the Summer 2020 issue and we encourage you to visit the
EGLE website: www.michigan.gov/habs

If you believe you are experiencing HABs on your lake, you can contact EGLE:
800-662-9278 or AlgaeBloom@Michigan.gov

Special Assessment Districts

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=acec0a47cd&e=a75b78cb76
mailto:algaebloom@michigan.gov
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These questions were prepared by and will benefit an MLSA member
association, Big Bass Little Bass Lakes Property Owners Association, who is
working on their special assessment district. If you are able to help, please
send your answers to Sheryl Steenwyk, her contact information is at the end
of this message. Your answers are greatly appreciated!

1) What method are you using to collect funds to take care of the invasive
species in your lake or stream?

2) If you are using a Special Assessment District - SAD, does your township
require you to get petitions from the parcels with frontage on your lake or
stream?  Or, does the township board make a resolution to create the SAD and
proceed from there?

3) If your township does use the resolution without requiring you to get the
petitions signed have there been any issues that had to be faced?  Complaint
level from parcel owners? Did they ever have to turn around and get the
petitions because 20% or more of the people complained in writing?

4) If your township does use the resolution without requiring you to get the
petitions signed, what were the factors that led to that decision?  For
example, cost savings, easier to accomplish, desire to keep property values
up.  All reasons and information would be greatly appreciated.

5) If your township requires the petitions to establish the SAD, does it allow
you to get the petition distributed electronically and allow an electronic
means for the parcel owners to sign?

6) Can you please add any information along with your answers that you feel
would help enlighten, educate or help in any way for groups to establish
methods to obtain funds for managing invasives.

7) Is your association a 501(c)3?  Have you applied for and received any grant
money?

8) Who is the attorney that you or your township uses for help with these
matters?

9) Would you provide contact Information of your township, lake or stream
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association that I can use to follow up with any questions, thanks.

10) If you would like a copy of the finished data let Sheryl know, she'll be
happy to share.

Please feel free to call or email the MLSA member below with your responses
or questions about this survey: Sheryl Steenwyk, sherylsteenwyk@gmail.com,
269-270-1411

NALMS is the North American Lake Management Society, they produce the
magazine LakeLine, this issue is intended to serve as a general primer on lakes for
the many lake and watershed residents and associations across the country, who

help to safeguard the integrity of surface waters.

mailto:sherylsteenwyk@gmail.com
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=b71e260b27&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=c9a5a41a70&e=a75b78cb76
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If you are not already a member of an organized lake group, consider joining a local
or regional lake or watershed association (like MLSA!), and helping out with efforts to
protect your favorite lake. You can also consider becoming a member of NALMS and

McNALMS (the Michigan Chapter of NALMS).

LakeLine is typically a member benefit, but NALMS thought that the content of this
issue, Lake and Watershed Group Primer, was important enough to openly share

with groups and individuals wanting to learn more about lakes.

Help DNR Update Michigan
Public Land Strategy
The DNR is responsible for nearly 4.6 million acres of public lands owned by
Michigan residents. When these lands – state parks, trails, game and wildlife
areas, forests and other resources – are well managed, they contribute
significantly to the health of Michigan’s residents, environment and economy.

As part the process of updating our public land strategy – which provides a
framework for the conservation and management of DNR-managed public
lands to ensure their best use for the benefit of our state’s residents, visitors
and natural resources – we want to hear what you think about Michigan’s
public lands.  

Right now, there’s an easy, yet meaningful way to get involved, and it will
take just a few minutes. Visit Michigan.gov/PublicLands and use the
interactive map to drop a pin on the location of the public lands you value
most.

When you drop your pin, you will be invited to complete a three-question
survey telling us why public lands matter to you. The results of the survey will
assist in the development of the updated strategy.

You also can share your input via email at DNR-LandStrategy@Michigan.gov.

This message was sent in a email update from Michigan DNR, you can
subscribe to updates here: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/subscriber/topics

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=670f2ae790&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=18873ad1a1&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=7e40c7342f&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=4b864fa0bf&e=a75b78cb76
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=7829e0b4e9&e=a75b78cb76
mailto:DNR-LandStrategy@Michigan.gov
https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=e2cf493912&e=a75b78cb76
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Upcoming Webinars:
In addition to our MLSA Member Zoom meeting on Friday, August 28 and the
Michigan Inland Lakes Convention on September 16-18 (both detailed above),
there are other webinar opportunities you may be interested in below. A "$"
indicates that it does have a cost and all details for these virtual events can
be found at the Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership Online Learning page.

August 18, 10:00 AM: Combined application of both chemical control and
mechanical harvesting on starry stonewort.

August 25, 1:00 PM: Integrated approach to monitor taste and odor
producing cyanobacteria.

August 26, 11:00 AM: Who is in my yard? (Gain the basics of backyard
wildlife management and how to either attract or discourage certain
species). $

August 26, 2:00 PM: Low-dose copper for zebra mussel suppression. 

August 27, 9:00 AM: Planning green stormwater infrastructure in a changing
world.

September 9, 11:00 AM: Don't flush that! (Discover what is going on under
the ground with your home waste water management (septic) system). $

September 14-25: Virtual Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society. $

September 16, 2:00 PM: Leaps and bounds - How to jump over the barriers
to preventing the spread of invasive species.

Michigan Lakes and Streams Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, state-
wide organization dedicated to the preservation, protection, and wise

management of Michigan’s vast treasure of inland lakes. 

Ready to help us protect Michigan's waterways?

https://mymlsa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32374a5775672c51ec44c1a8e&id=cc912dc331&e=a75b78cb76
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You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive MLSA email communications (monthly

newsletters, legislative updates, and other important information) when you became a member or by
signing up on our website.

Our mailing address is:
Michigan Lakes and Streams Association

PO Box 19615
Kalamazoo, MI 49019

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Join MLSA Today
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