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Protect, Preserve and Promote the Lakes’ Ecosystems 
for the Benefit of Generations to Come. 

The summer of 2020 will go down in the history books as one of the most disrupted and tragic 
summers in a century due to Covid-19.  We truly missed getting to meet our fellow lake 
residents in person and receive your feedback directly.  We replaced the June Lake Association 
meeting with a video from all of the board members.  Since we also cancelled the August 
meeting, we are sending out this newsletter. Let us know which you liked better! 
 
August meeting agenda topics: 

         Introduce Tom Shear as new trustee and Heidi Haskins as new secretary 

         PLM updates from Bre Grabill, followed by Q&A 

         DASH Update 

         Information on the new SAD 

         Treasurer’s report 

         501c3 Information 

         Formation of a Bylaws committee to write the 501c3 Bylaws 

         Loon Report  

         Boater safety 
 
Introductions: 
Heidi Haskins has joined the board as our new secretary and Tom Shear has joined as a trustee.  
Both Heidi and Tom live on Little Bass Lake. They like the board’s commitment to the 
environment and want to participate/represent Little Bass Lake on the board of directors.  
Welcome Tom and Heidi! 
 
PLM Updates: 
We will share all PLM reports with you via the BBLB Lake Association website. 
 
DASH Update: 
MTT DASH Divers were on BBL August 4-7 removing milfoil from one weed bed in the northwest 
portion of the lake. Many of you saw them in action, and it was shared on the Friends of BBLB 
Lakes Facebook page. They removed 55 bags (big onion sacks) of milfoil from the site.  However, 
they were not able to remove all of the milfoil since the site was larger than that estimated for 
the EGLE permit and the contract.  Upon examination of the bag contents, there was almost no 
native vegetation removed. Milfoil comprised approximately >95% of the weeds harvested. Lisa 
Adams is working with scientists from EGLE and MSU to semi-quantitatively determine the 

 



 

effectiveness of the DASH method. Notifications will be sent when reports are posted on our 
website.  Stay tuned! 
 
Information on the new SAD: 
(Submitted by Sheryl Steenwyk)  It’s time again to address establishing the Special Assessment 
District (SAD) for the control of aquatic weeds and plants in and around Big Bass Lake beginning 
2022.  This time the BBLBLPOA is requesting that the Elk and Sauble Township Boards begin the 
process with a Resolution, without petitions, by way of a vote of the Board at the September 
2020 regular township board meeting.  In the past it has been initiated with petitions, but under 
the rules of Act. No. 188 of the Public Acts of Michigan 1954, as amended it is acceptable for a 
township board to use a resolution instead. There are several reasons for requesting this change 
for establishing the SAD this time around. 1.) This is the third time a SAD will be established for 
BBL.  2.) The results from a survey sent out with the assistance of the Michigan Lakes and 
Streams Association showed that ten out of thirteen lake respondents who have a SAD had 
them established with a resolution instead of petitions. 3.) At forefront is the Covid 19 pandemic 
we are all facing and safety concerns about going door-to-door to gather petition signatures.  
We will keep you informed of the outcomes from the September township meetings. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The report is ready and has been posted on our website. 
 
501c3 Information: 
Our attempt to change the lake association to a 501c3 was rejected by the IRS due to the 
existing tax exempt status of the association. Because of this, we were not able to obtain the 
grant monies/donations for the DASH that were available had we been a 501c3. We are in the 
process of finding an attorney who will help us create a new 501c3 organization, and will keep 
you updated on our progress.  If you would like to make a contribution to this summer’s DASH, 
please mail your check to BBLB Lake Association, PO Box 174, Irons 49644 or give to any board 
member. 
 
Formation of a 501c3 Bylaws committee: 
As we move forward with the creation of a 501c3 organization, we need a committee to write 
the new bylaws.  Please contact Lisa Adams or one of the other board members if you would like 
to be involved in the creation of this new organization!  
 
Loon Report:  
(Submitted by Judi Bass)  The resident lone loon appeared March 30 followed by the pair on 
April 2.  The lone loon has appeared many times this season however the pair of loons have not 
been as visible.  I have seen them for basically minutes and then watched them fly to either 
Loon or Sauble Lake.  The boat and jet ski traffic has been especially hectic this year.  I know 
people have been “inside” due to Covid, but if we want our loons to stay here we need to follow 
the very simple rules.  No wake around Loon Island for the months of May and June, and stay off 
the island for the rest of the summer.  
I am happy that many of you did follow the rules and not tie your boat(s), pontoons, kayaks, etc. 
to the island.  Thank you so much.  However many did not and coolers were placed on the edge 
of the island, dogs were on the island and watercrafts of all kinds were tied to the island. Also 
someone moved the signs.  Those signs were put out for a reason.  Also the jet ski that hit the 



 

Loon Nesting Buoy was absolutely uncalled for.  I am hoping the loons do come back next year, 
that we all have respect for them, and hopefully they will nest and we can all enjoy the chicks. 
 
Boater Safety: 
Hazardous boating behaviors have been a big issue on BBL this summer.  There was quite a bit 
of discussion on the Facebook page when some of these incidents were observed by lake 
residents. It would be to everyone’s benefit if a strategy were devised on how to handle unsafe 
boating incidents that could be an initial step before calling the sheriff or DNR.  
 
This is difficult to do electronically, so if anyone has an idea or would like to discuss further, 
perhaps we could arrange a small group meeting before the end of the summer. It would be 
nice to have something in place before the start of the 2021 boating season.  Please contact Lisa 
Adams (231-729-3355, sciencechick01@yahoo.com) or one of the other board members if you 
would like to be involved in this or have any suggestions. 
 
If you have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact me or any of the other board 
members by email, phone, or text. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
Lisa Adams 
President, BBLB Lake Property Owners Association  

231-729-3355 
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